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TWO MARYLAND MEN FOUND GUILTY OF ARMED ROBBERY
AND FELONY MURDER WHILE ARMED

Washington, D.C. - This afternoon, a Superior Court jury found Antwon O. Blades, 20,
and Rashar Smith, 21, both of Waldorf, Maryland, guilty of Armed Robbery, Felony Murder
while Armed, and Second Degree Murder while Armed, for murdering Francis Warren in
connection with an armed robbery that started in Waldorf, Maryland on January 19, 2009, U.S.
Attorney Ronald C. Machen Jr.  Blades will be sentenced on July 23, 2010, and Smith will
sentenced on July 30, 2010, by the Honorable Lynn Leibovitz.  Both defendants each face
mandatory minimum sentences of 30 years in prison.

The defendants robbed 22-year-old Mr. Warren of marijuana in Waldorf, Maryland. 
Blades took the marijuana from Mr. Warren and was immediately driven away in a car being
operated Smith.  While attempting to make good their escape and secure the proceeds of the
crime, the two defendants were chased by Mr. Warren at high rates of speed during which they
used evasive tactics to get away.  During the course of the car chase, Mr. Warren contacted a
friend -- via a cellular telephone -- whom he advised that Blades and someone else had robbed
him and that he was following them in a car.  The friend got into his car, located Mr. Warren and
the car being driven by Smith, and joined in the chase.  While the friend did not see the faces of
the occupants of the car driven by Smith, the friend testified that he was familiar with the car and
knew that it belonged to Smith and that Blades was regularly in the vehicle.

The car chase led into the District of Columbia.  At one point, the defendants stopped
their vehicle and ambushed Mr. Warren on 10  Place, SE, Washington, D.C. by firing five shotsth

as Mr. Warren sat in his vehicle.  Mr. Warren was able to drive his vehicle a short distance
before he passed out and lost control of his vehicle.  The friend, who had briefly broken off the
chase, arrived shortly thereafter, and found Mr. Warren slumped over in his vehicle.  The friend
called 911 and remained on the scene until the police arrived.  Blades was arrested on February 4,
2009.  Blades gave a videotaped statement to the police.  While initially denying knowing
anything about the incident, the defendant ultimately admitted that he took marijuana from the
decedent and that led to a car chase into the District of Columbia.  The defendant then went on to
state that it was actually some unknown individuals on the side of the road that shot at both cars,
both only hit the decedent’s car.
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In announcing today’s verdict, U.S. Attorney Machen praised the efforts of Metropolitan
Police Department Detectives Anthony Greene, James Wilson, Robert Arrington, Thomas Webb,
Konstantinos Giannakoulias, Robert Cephas, and Joshua Branson; Officers Kevin Jeter, James
Savage, Steven Murphy, Kimberly Togans, Marcus Stevens, Michael Bowman, Thomas
Coughlin, Robert Overmyer; and Gloria Graves of the Fingerprint Examination Section.  Mr.
Machen also praised the efforts of Victim Advocate Marcia L. Rinker and Paralegal Lynette
Briggs, Litigation Technology Staff Ronald Royal and Paul Howell.  Finally, Mr. Machen
thanked Assistant U.S. Attorney Michael T. Truscott, who investigated and tried the case.
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